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THE STORY

FranckGuicherd(pn/tp) AlainBidot-Naude(dr)  RenaudLouisServaiggt) HenriDorina(bs)

Francebasedamazingguitarist RenaudLouisServaigs one of the most
accomplishedalentson U 2 R ljagzfdék-fusion scene Througha wide
range of guitar playing (electric, nylon, folk and guitar-synth) and
showinga rare passionfor musicality,Renaudovesto blur the linesand
transcendmusicalboundaries..

Hisfirstalbouma L [ | (B011xwasrecordedand mixedby StevePrestage
(GinoVannellj GaryMoore, Peter Gabriel..) who providedhisincredible
experience Boosted by songlike themes and great influences, lluna
mirrors what hasalwaysbeen driving Renaudmusically the pleasureto
move freely betweenW¥ Y S {plodgre@sivemusic, ¥ 2 lahdlV .2 faying =
particularattention to compositionand soundquality:.

3 tracksfrom the albumreachedsemtfinal stagesat the prestigiousUS
International SongwritingCompetition (ISC) the album also got great
reviews worldwide in musical european press (Guitarist Magazine,
Guitare Xtreme, Higlands Magazine..), musical websites (GuitarNoize
Arlequins, JazzRockcom, AbstracLogiX) and web Twshows such as
JazzRockT{Germany) On radios, the songW D A Y Ydachédumber
#1 for severaldayson LatchRadioTop20f A & U SlaylStiRArWayne,
IN) with other trackslike W5 2 avid¥han{alsorankingverywell.

Quotes

"What anamazingalbum..!!! Thanksalot..£
- PATRICRONDAT

"Verynicealbum,! like tracks5, 7 and 9 the best)"
- BUNNBRUNEL

"llunaillustratesboth the chemistryand trust betweenthe talented group'smembers,
allowingLouisServaigo wear hisformidablerockand fusion influenceson his sleeve
-ABSTRACT LOGIX, Sep 05, 2011

"[lunais a masterpiecé
-JAZZAROCKCOM April 05, 2012


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKif00VRxUA
http://latchmusic.com/blog/index.php/2012/03/
http://latchmusic.com/blog/index.php/2012/03/
http://latchmusic.com/blog/index.php/2012/03/
http://latchmusic.com/blog/index.php/2012/03/

BIOGRAPHIES

RENAULOUISSERVAIS

Bornin 1972 he started playingthe guitar at the ageof 8 thanksto hisfather, a classic
guitar player Growingolder, he playedmanygigsin Parisclubswith rock coverbands,
and progressivehhis musicalinfluencesbecamemanyand varied (metal, jazz,fusion,

progrockX). Yesand Weather Reportare two major influencesfor him, and listening

to variousguitar playerssuchas JohnMcLaughlinPat Metheny and Allan Holdsworth
fed hisown guitar-playingstyle.

Foundof musicalpedagogyRenaud_ouisServaiss usuallyaskedby musicschoolsand

festivalsto givessomeguitar masterclassesn numerousdomainslike improvisation,

harmonyand musicaltheoryX
Renaud_ouisServaiss endorsedoy TomAndersonGuitarworksand Two NotesAudio Engineering

ALAINBIDOTNAUDE

Alain Bidot-Naudetried different instrumentsbefore finding his path at 13 when he
pickedup hisfirst drum sticks Initially taught by local musicteachers,he then studied
at EcoleSupérieureAgostiniin Bordeaux,where he graduatedwith a first prize. His
Influencesat this point are JohnScofield ChickCorea Weather Report, StepsAhead,
Uzeb.. Heplayedin severalgroups,includinglrrintzinawith which he toured his native
Basquecountry for five years Havingmovedto Parisat the end of 1999 he joined
Renaud_ouisServaisn the ILUNAproject, comingup with the 6 | Y rRa@éwhichis a
referenceto its Basqueorigins Alain playstoo in severalprojects like Macqueen

AfterBeat, Destination\WoodstockX
AlainBidotNaudeplayson Premier"Genista"drums

HENRDORINA

Havingtried the guitar, HenriDorinafinally settled for the bassat 20. Hisinfluencesare
many. Caribbeanmusic ¢ where his roots are ¢ jazz, blues, funk then jazzrock,
listeningto StanleyClarkein particular Duringthe lasttwenty years,he hasworkedin
studiowith alargenumberof artists(RidoBayone DavidKoven PeterKingsberry Bill
Deraime Art of soulX) and supporteda wide rangeof otherson stagec¢ RachidBahri,
Charlélie Couture Moktar Samba les Natives Romane Princess Erika, Manu

Dibanga.. Heregularlyhostsjam-sessionat the BaiserSalgazzbarin Paris
HenriDorinais endorsedy Vigier basses

FRANCIGUICHERD

Franckcomesfrom a family of musicians Hisfather Yvesis a recognisedsaxophonist
and composer,and his brother Jerbmea percussionistwith the Paris Philarmonic
Orchestra Franckstarted playingthe piano at 5 and the trumpet at 9. After following

classicalmusicalstudiesin piano and trumpet at the Conservatoiranational in Cergy
(Paris),he decidesto playjazz He listensto trumpet playerslike ChetBakerand Lee
Morgan, Big Bands,then later to fusion ¢ YellowJackets Sixun Weather Report.. He

hasplayedthe piano andthe trumpet with many artists includingEddyLouiss Mory

Kanté Michel Leeh LaurentGerra Gérard. | R ABigh#&nd Fred Manoukian and

LaurentMignard (DukeOrchestra)..
FranckGuicherdplaysConn"Vintage One"trumpetsand Conn"Vintage" bugles
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ABDSTRACT Locir< (USA)

Renaud Louis-Servais Group: lluna (#324)
2011-09-05
Ablx Staff

Q@mc‘iud Louis—Ser\/c‘:is Qroup

A Z2a-vear veteran of the BEuropean touring circuit despite not yet being 40
wears old, French guitarist Henaod Loudis-Servais  shows  inherent
seasoning on his self-titled gquanet's new lluna debut. The crafty leader g
most recently performed and practiced with his rhwvthm section of Henri ‘f"f'?' 4

Corina (bass) and Alain Bidot-Maude {(drums) for 10 years hefore an:ln:lmg ‘ i
kevhoardisttrumpeter Franck Guicherd and entering the studio.

lluna illustrates both the chemistry and trust between the talented gquartet's
members, allowing Louis-Servais to wear his formidable rock and fusion
influences aon his sleeve. His opening three-song cycle spans 24 minutes, with "Theme d'lluna” leading off.
Guicherd's atmosphertic synthesizer intro leads to several rhythmic shifts by Dorina and Bidot-Maude as the
guitarist's use of sustain echoes Gary Moore and Steve Vai.

"Euria” part two of the cycle, downshifts into a 68-fimed cadence that showcases Louis-Servais’ clean-toned
riythim plaving and saloing. Guicherd shows his dexterity by playing a trumpet solo (as well as kevhoard parts on
bioth acoustic and Fender Rhodes electric pianos), and Dorina effortlessly switches from fretless hass back to
fretted for part three, the classically-influenced "Chani® fwith a chanted intro by Djamila Ghilani, the only vocal on
an otherwise instrumental disc).

Guicherd sticks to acoustic piano on "Pat” since Louis-Serais provides the plugged-in textures on guitar
synthesizer in a salute to Pat Metheny. The [eader also shows glimpses of John McLaughlin, Allan Holdswarth
and Scott Henderson throughout, yvet still manages to display his own style as hoth a player and composer.
"Gimmick is anything bot, featuring a rollicking riythmic undercurrent, boogie-woogie piano accompaniment by
Guillaume Houssel, and banner solos and trades hetween Louis-Servais and saxophonist Alessandro Mocco.

The saxophonist returns for the tranguil "La Guete de REoland," which spoflights Louis-Servais' acoustic guitar
finesse, and also for the closing "Dom." After the core quaret lures the listener into a fiery, 7i8-timed "Magnet 7"
and hints at Jeff Beck on the atmospheric "Pulse” Mocco rejoins the lineup to take Louis-Serais' final influential
nod even further into the stratosphere.

on "Dam," the guitarist's clean-toned chords introduce an insistent rhythimic pattern by Dorina and Bidot-Maude,
plus accompanying textures by Guicherd and Mocco -- all ofwhich help to build the thematic, wshammy bar-driven
epic. The feel here is reminiscent of Beck's 1980 CD There and Back, an appropriate theme for Lodis-5enais’
initial lunar mission.


http://www.abstractlogix.com/xcart/product.php?productid=25164
http://www.abstractlogix.com/index.php
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Renaud Louis-Servais Lrour Renaud Louis-Servais was born in France in
1972. Thanks to his father, a classic guitar player, he started
playing the guitar at the age of 8. Growing older, he played
many gigs in Paris clubs with rock cover bands, and after
several years, his musical influences became many and varied
(metal, jazz, fusion, prog-rock...). Listening to guitar players
such as John Mc Laughlin, Pat Metheny, Scott Henderson,
Frank Gambale or Allan Holdsworth helped him build his
own guitar-playing style. He created the fusion band ILUNA
in 2000 where he met Alain Bidot-Naude (drums) and Henni
Dorina (bass). The band was semi-finalist in 2008 and 2009
| in ISC(International Songwriting Competition) with three of
their original
tunes. In 2010,
Franck Guicherd
(keyboards/
trumpet) joined
the band, which
became the
RENAUD LOUIS-
SERVAIS GROUP. |
In 2011, the first 5
album Iluna was
released.

Ud LoOouis-Servais Ui
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Renaud Louis=Servais Group

SEMORIE SR ov

lluna

Musea Records

Heureusement, il y a encore des artistes
parfaitement integres, qui pratiquent
la musique avec passion, malaxant les
genres musicaux sans arrieres-pensees,
uniquement pour I'amour de la musique.
(e groupe hors norme est le fruit d'une
rencontre heureuse entre Renaud-Louis
Servais (guitare), Alain Bidot-Naude
(batterie), Henri Dorina (basse) et Franck
Guicherd (clavier/bugle), quatre fondus de
jazz, de rock et de fusion. Les morceaux du
quatuor, extremement aboutis et travaillés
ont, d'ailleurs, éte nomines au fameux
concours ameéricain 1SC (International
Songwriting Competition). Un disque
surprenant et magnifique !
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EENAUD LOUIS-S5ERYAIS
GROUP m i

Fenaud Louis-Servals & un musicista che calca le scene musicall europee da circa 25
annl, spaziando attraverso Hard Rock, Pop, Jazz e Fusion, ma solo con questo "Iluna”
arriva all'agognato debutto discografico assieme alla sua band. Ad accompagnarlo in
questa awvventura sono la sezione rtmica composta dal bassista Henn Dorina,
hatterista aAlain Bidot-Maude, il tastierista trombettiere Franck Guicher, pid una serie di
session man tra cul spicca ltaliano Alessandro Mocco al sassofono. Renaud e la sua
band sono statl forgiati da una lunga ed estenuante gavetta, basti pensare che hanno
suonato per decenni in giro per I'Europa o sapere che questo album ha avuto una genesi
di pig di 10 anni. Tutto cid =1 tramuta in qualita e professionalita che sono facilmente
riscontrabill in "Iluna®,

Il disco & prevalentemente fusion, una fusion guitar oriented molto armonica che non
disprezza sonorita folk mediterranee come nel brano "Chani®. E' facile riscontrare tra |
principali riferimenti Weather Report, 1l Jeff Beck di Blow by Blow, | primi UZEB, ma
soprattutto Pat Metheny, Questiultimo e addirittura omaggiato esplicitamente nel brano
"Pat”. Mon mancano degl spunti progressive che, oltre ai Soft Machine del dopo \Wyatt
e Il Cantebury pid Jazz, si possono individuare 1n gruppl come Yes e Pink Floyd, Ne & un
esemplo lo splendido brano finale "Dom”, dal retrogusto fowvgianho e terminante con
'assolo pia bello dell'album. altrn momenti da segnalare sono 1 primi tre bram che
compongono la mint suite “"Trilogie d'Iluna® o il boogie woogie di “Gimmik™ con |l
~ |chitarrista francese in bell’evidenza che ricorda il grande allan Holdswaorth,

E' possibile rivedere nello tecnica di Louis-Servais, qua e la, rimandi a grandi chitarristi,
dal gia citati Beck, Metheny, Holdswarh ai wvan %“ai, Satnan, Moore fino Gillmour e
Santana. Detto cio Renoud ha fatto proprie tutte gueste influenze, senza essere
I'epigona di nessuno. Si e creato un suo stile chitarristico molto personale, molto linco e
di rara potenza espressiva. Pur possedendo una tecnica dawwvero notevole non si ingolfa
mai in fraseggl onanisticli o merl esercizi ginnici. Altresi 1 musicistl della band non sono da
meno, preparatissimi @ ma mai sopra le righe.

Tanta perizia e bravura ci regalano quindl un disco estremamente godibile e raffinato.
Trovare del difetti @ molto difficile, forse potrebbe uscire fuon un po' di ruffianera o
forse manca di qualche scheggia di sana follia, ma & davvero ingeneroso stare a cercare
mancanze in questa opera. Che altro aggiungere... speriamo di non dover aspettare altn
10 anni per un nuowvo album,

Renoaud Louis-=-5Servais Group

9 SHARE = Francesco Inglima
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